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The hero-narrator of The Catcher in the Rye
is an ancient child of sixteen, a native New
Yorker named Holden Caufield. Through
circumstances that tend to preclude adult,
secondhand description, he leaves his prep
school in Pennsylvania and goes
underground in New York City for three
days.

Set in small-town Alabama, the novel is a
bildungsroman, or coming-of-age story,
and chronicles the childhood of Scout
and Jem Finch as their father Atticus
defends a Black man falsely accused of
rape.

"It is the story of an 11 year old black girl in
an America whose love for its blond, blue-
eyed children can devastate all others --
who prays for her eyes to turn blue so that
she will be beautiful, so that people will
look at her, so that her world will be
different.... the story of the nightmare at
the heart of her yearning, and the tragedy
of its fulfillment

An unlikely pair, George and Lennie, two
migrant workers in California during the
Great Depression, grasp for their American
Dream. They hustle work when they can,
living a hand-to-mouth existence. For
George and Lennie have a plan: to own an
acre of land and a shack they can call their
own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the
Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their
dream seems to be within their grasp. But
even George cannot guard Lennie from the
provocations.

 In 1984, London is a grim city in the
totalitarian state where Big Brother is always
watching you. Winston Smith is a man in
grave danger for the simple reason that his
memory still functions. Winston finds the
courage to join a secret  organization called
The Brotherhood, dedicated to the
destruction of the Party. Together with his
beloved Julia, he hazards his life in a deadly
match against the powers that be.
 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves
between two worlds: the poor
neighborhood where she lives and the
fancy suburban prep school she attends.
The uneasy balance between these worlds
is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal
shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil
at the hands of a police officer.

 Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to burn
books, which are forbidden, being the
source of all discord and unhappiness.
Even so, Montag is unhappy; there is
discord in his marriage. Are books hidden in
his house? The Mechanical Hound of the
Fire Department, armed with a lethal
hypodermic, escorted by helicopters, is
ready to track down those dissidents who
defy society to preserve and read books. 

Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver
Creek Preparatory School in Alabama
includes good friends and great pranks, but
is defined by the search for answers about
life and death after a fatal car crash.
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